Dysphagia: caveat oesophagum.
The seriousness of dysphagia as a symptom is emphasised. Two illustrative cases are described in which carcinoma of the oesophagus causing dysphagia was diagnosed late. The importance of early barium studies and early oesophagoscopy is stressed. The poor results of management of carcinoma of the oesophagus associated with late diagnosis are illustrated in the patient data presented.